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may not bethe clearest, butit's

good enough to show the extreme
conditionsexperienced inthe harsh
environment of anicy Canadian winter.

Thisiswhere Allorastockyard
designer and manufacturer Thompson
Longhornisexporting itsfamous steel
configurations and cattle handling tech-
nology and passing the ultimate test that
only extreme climates can pose.

In November last year, Thompson
Longhorn installed and commissioned a
fully automated core processing facility
at a5000-head private feedlot at Pincher
Creek inthe heart of Canada'scattle
country in southwest Alberta.

Thompson L onghorn managing
director Byron Wolff said with
Australiaso far ahead of Canadaand the
United Statesin the use of electronic
identification device (EI D) technol ogy,
overseas markets enormous promise for
hisbusinessand theindustry asawhole.

“Threeyearsagowegot involvedin
sometrial work the Government of
Albertawasdoing inrelationtoimprov-
ing the speed of commercewith EID
systemsin cattle because of our ongoing
involvement with the high-technology
end of animal handling,” Mr Wolff said.
“Sincethen, our businessover there has
just continued on.”

When Thompson Longhornwas
commissioned to design, manufacture
andinstall afacility for the 5000-head
feedlot, it presented aseries of chal-
lengeswhich the Thompson L onghorn
team took on and met.

Theclient wasassisted in funding
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Feedlot workers in Alberta, Canada, put the Thompson Longhorn yards through their paces in sub-zero temperatures

the project with Thompson Longhorn
through an innovative scheme devel -
oped by the Government of Alberta’s
Agricultureand Rural Development
department to help producersimple-
ment EID technol ogy.

The Agri-Business Automation
and Lean Manufacturing programis
designed to stimulate new investment
and capital expansion to enhance
Alberta’sability to supply agriculture
and agri-food products by improving
the productivity of producersand
processorsthrough cost reductions

and/or increasesin operational efficien-
cies.

The program encouragesthe adop-
tion of best practices and new technolo-
giesand state-of-the-art processesthat
improve food safety, food quality and
increase value and market access.

“We manufactured everything at our
factory hereand then put it in a40-foot
shipping container and shipped it to
Vancouver and then viarail to Calgary
and on to Pincher Creek,” Mr Wolff
said.

“We sent one of our specialist

installersfrom here and utilised some
local contractorstoinstall it.
“Theday weranthefirst live cattle
through and commissioned it, the
temperature droppedto-17C.
“Designing asystem to withstand
Canada's extreme weather conditions
produced its own series of challenges.
“We had to make modificationsto
our equipment to deal with thefreezing
conditionsand the problemsit can
cause.
“For example, cattle manure and
urine heredriesout, but over thereit
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Allora de3|gns Canada bound

The day we
ran the first
live cattle

through and

commis-
sionedit, the
temperature
dropped to
-17C.

freezes and becomes an obstacle.

“Butwedidn’t gointhere
completely blind; 18 monthsago we
sent equipment over andinstalleditina
test facility sowe could see how it with-
stood the winter and that hel ped us
make afew design changesaswell.

“Therearealot of similarities
between Canadian and Australian
producers because we both have
extremeclimatesandrely alot on
exportsand we both have small
populations.”

Mr Wolff said Australia searly
adoption of EID systemsand advance-
mentsin thefield meant it waswell
ahead of Canadaand theUSinthe cattle
identification and traceability stakes.

“1t'san emerging market and we
think there are alot of opportunitiesfor
our type of productsand we are opti-
mistic our work in Canadawill facilitate
usinto the American market,” Mr Wolff
said. “We've partnered with distribution
company, Integrated Traceability
Solutions (ITS) Global, and they are
distributing our productsin Canadaand
theUs”

@®Thompson Longhorn will be at Beef
Australia 2012 at sites 99 and 103.

until May.

in land condition at a paddock scale.

® Further workshops will be held on:
May 2: Carinya (Craven Rd, Alpha)

(via Glen Dhu).

Workshops look
at stocking rates

EEF producersarereminded about a
seriesof stocking ratewor kshopsat
various Queensland locationsto continue

Theseriesisespecially timely asthedry
season setsin and producer sthroughout
Central and Northern Queensland consider
adjustmentstotheir carrying capacity.

Principal extension officer Bob Shepherd
said themain focuswasto providegraziers
with an obj ective method to calculatethe
sustainablestockingratesof their paddocks,
and how to under stand and monitor changes

Thefirst of thewor kshopsby the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Fisheriesand Forestry
(DAFF) washeld at the Spyglass Resear ch
Station in ChartersTowerson March 27.

April 27: The Brook (Lynd Hwy, Charters Towers)
April 30: Double D (Kilcummin Rd, Clermont)

May 3: Mt Pleasant (Strathalbyn Rd, Bowen)
May 15: Kinrara, Gunawarra Road, Mount Garnet

Sheep Section:
George Hetherington
(07) 4658 5624

Wool Section:
John Hain (07) 4658 9080

Attention all Sheep and
Wool Growers and Breeders

Be a part of this years’

LANDSBOROUGH FLOCK EWE SHOW
2nd JUNE 2012 @ Muttaburra Race Course

(elebrating 50 years

Entries are now being taken in all sections/classes for
SHEEP & WOOL
(Eligibility for entry to sheep sections is open to ALL sheep)

For further information:

1590741

Secretary, Jill Dyer (07) 4651 3347 e: jiII.dyér-@b)'gond.con;

Rural, Industrial

40'x 20'x 10’ $7412
60'x 25'x 12" $13,002
40'x 30'x 10 $10,185
60'x 30'x 14"  $14,631
60'x 40'x 12"  $18,653
60'x 40'x 16"  $19,443
80'x40'x 16" $24,065
100’x 40'x 16°  $28,687

Simple D.LY.

commerclal Sheds 7=——

Visit our website

www.statewidesheds.com.au

Above prices incl. GST

Fully fabricated 15° roof pitch

Assembly instructions
Prices for cyclone rated sheds available on request

'1!].

Machmery Sheds
(3 sides enc)

60’ x 50" x 16’ $26,522

80'x 50'x 16" $32,430
100'x 50'x 16"  $38,430

80'x 60'x 16"  $38,652
100'x 60'x 16"  $45,689
120'x 60'x 18"  $54,326
140'x 70'x 18" $83,349
160'x 80'x 20" $101,892

1562487

13 Purvis Lane, Dubbo, NSW 2830
Phone (02) 6884 4355, Fax (02) 6884 2442, A/H (02) 6882 7584

Family owned & operated

WESTCO - TRUCK
OF THE WEEK

5| Salesman Bill Hanton of Westco Toowoomba

purchase of a Fuso 10.4 GVM Cattle Truck fitted
with a crate. The truck will be used to keep cattle
on the move between properties and saleyards.
All the staff at Westco Toowoomba again thank
the Bain Family for their business and support.

NEW FUSO 1024

e CRUISE CONTROL
¢ DRIVERS SIDE AIRBAG
e HILL START ASSIST
30,000KM SERVICING
e ISRI DRIVERS SEAT
e CREW CABIN AVAILABLE
e CATTLE TRUCKS IN STOCK

WESTCO

TRUCKS ARE OUR BUSINESS

TOOWOOMBA
(07) 4631 4000

ROCKHAMPTON

(07) 4923 1000

MACKAY
(07) 4952 7777

www.westcotrucksales.com.au

TOWNSVILLE
(07) 4774 5366

CAIRNS o\
(07) 4080 7500

>/ Trucks

1588501

queenslandcountrylife.com
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